WALKER BOOKS

STORY TIME KIT
term one & two 2022
It is our pleasure to present our first Walker Books Read to Us! Story Time
Kit for 2022. This kit contains simple and entertaining activities to be used in
conjunction with our books. Each activity is designed to foster the skills that
lead to early reading success in children.
Our term one and two 2022 Story Time Kit showcases four delightful books
filled with themes of Australian wildlife, imagination, family, community,
friendship, pets, adventure, travel and more. For each title, we offer activities
aimed at boosting children’s narrative skills, letter knowledge, print awareness,
vocabulary, print motivation, or phonological awareness – but most of all, their
enthusiasm for literature.
Have fun!

books featured in this story time kit

A Good Place

Lucy Cousins
9781529501254
March 2022

Bush Magic
Kylie Howarth
9781760650827
May 2022

Old Fellow
Christopher Cheng
Liz A nelli
978176 0 652395
June 2022

Arabella’s Alphabet
Adventure
Suzy Zail
Christopher Nielsen
9781760652425
March 2022

This Story Time Kit was written by Rebecka Sharpe Shelberg.
Rebecka Sharpe Shelberg is a children’s librarian and author who lives in Sydney,
Australia with her husband and three mischievous children. She firmly believes that
stories and illustration are the real magic in this crazy, confusing world. She loves
love and kindness, and really does want world peace. When she isn’t reading, writing,
listening to or talking about books, reading, the library or her children, she is asleep.
Her picture books include Reflection (a CBCA Notable 2017) and Visiting You, her
first early chapter book series is due for publication in 2023
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Themes
Books

Adventure

Travel

Exploring the Story
Before reading the story, ask the children if they think
that every book has a story in it. After reading the story,
discuss the different kinds of books there are and how
they fill different needs in our lives. Alphabet books
are for helping us learn the alphabet by teaching us to
recognise letter shapes and sounds, travel books to give
us information about a place we might like to visit,
craft books that give us ideas and instructions on how
to create a project. There are lots more different sorts
of books. Can you brainstorm what some others might
be? Get the children to explore the library and bring
one book back to talk about with the class. Discuss
the different examples the children find and fill in any
different kinds that have been missed.
Although Arabella has 26 letters, she is sad that she doesn’t have a single word in her pages.
Arabella takes her chance to travel the world and see lots of new things as a stowaway in another
book, but she finds that the book is never read before it is returned back to the library. Arabella
realises that the alphabet is what all words are made of and that her job teaching children the
26 letters is a very important job indeed. Ask the children if they think books with lots of words
are more important than books with just letters? Do they think they would be able to read
books with lots of words without first learning just the letters?
At the end of the story, Arabella is excited to return home to the library so she can be borrowed
by the children again. She loves being nestled on laps, she loves children smiling at her, she loves
sleeping with the soft glow of a child’s night light. Ask the children about their experiences of
the library and of reading with their family at home. Do they have a routine like reading before
bed, or listening to audiobooks in the car? Do they have a special place they sit and snuggle
together to read? Have they ever read anywhere weird or unusual like on a trampoline or while
hanging upside down? Discuss with the children the different ways we can read, sometimes
we might just read the pictures, sometimes we might have someone read the words to us,
sometimes we might listen to an audiobook or watch a book being read on a video, sometimes
we might read by ourselves or sometimes we might take turns reading a line each. Ask the
children what their favourite who, what and where of reading is.
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Activities
Pop up Arabella
Arabella’s Alphabet Adventure is the most borrowed book in the library. She has flaps to lift
and levers to pull and is very popular with children. Use the templates included to create your
own lift-the-flap picture. On the first template draw a picture on each book spine to show us
what is happening inside the book, this picture will be the hidden surprise so make it fun and
exciting. Colour and cut out the book spines on the second template and then glue the spines
onto the first template as indicated to secure your lift-the-flap.

Amazing Alphabet
As a class, can you design an amazing alphabet? Have a look through Arabella’s Alphabet
Adventure and see how each letter is a different design. Some are fancy, some are wiggly, some
include pictures or are made to look like different objects. Give each child a sheet of paper
and an assigned letter of the alphabet. Ask them to create an amazing letter using pencils,
paints, glitter, ribbon or any other items you may have in your craft stash. For younger children
you might like to preprint a template of the letter for them to use. Once everyone has
finished, string up your letters to form an amazing alphabet bunting to hang in the classroom.

Glow-in-the-Dark
All the letters in Arabella’s Alphabet Adventure are special. There’s a glow-in-the-dark G and
an S dazzled in a galaxy of silver stars. Create your own glow-in-the-dark artwork using black
card stock and glow-in-the-dark glue. Use a pencil to lightly draw stars, moon, planets, comets
(and even aliens if you like) onto your black cardstock. Very carefully use the glow in the dark
glue to trace over your pencil designs. Allow to dry and charge in the light before turning off
all the lights and shutting the blinds so you can check out your amazing glowing artwork!

Arabella’s Reading Challenge
Arabella loves being read by children and she can’t wait to get back to the library so she can
be borrowed again. Can you complete Arabella’s reading challenge on the template provided?
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