
About the Book

	 Will losing her sight mean losing herself, or will Paige finally see what she’s been missing?

	 Paige Wilding has her future mapped out – the Year 10 Art prize. Graduation. A coveted spot 
in an elite art school in New York. But when she’s diagnosed with an incurable eye disease, the perfect 
life she’s planned starts to blur. She makes a choice to keep her condition secret and live louder, love 
wilder, and paint like her life depends on it. Only her best friend Jazz knows the truth, and is helping 
her cram a lifetime of colour into a single year.

	 But as her sight fades and she’s forced to give up painting, it’s Zac, her rival for the Art prize, 
who helps Paige find a way back to her art and a new kind of beautiful; messy and imperfect but also 
raw, unfiltered and fiercely alive.

A powerful story about choosing real over perfect.

Early Reviews:
	 ‘From the first pages, I was struck by how authentically this story captures the emotional com-
plexity and lived reality of vision loss - from the early denial, panic and grief to the identity rebuilding, 
and eventual self-acceptance, Paige’s journey took me back to so many moments in my own vision loss 
story. Suzy has navigated Paige’s story with remarkable care and sensitivity making the novel feel deeply 
true to the experience it represents.”
	 - Sara Dowling - Living with Vision loss and providing counselling support for people with 
Low Vision

	 ‘Reading A New Kind of Beautiful made me feel less alone. It allowed me to see myself within 
the pages of a book and know that my story – and others like it – matter. Maybe if I’d had this book 
when I was younger, I wouldn’t have been as terrified. Stories like this give me hope that together we can 
break down barriers, build understanding and create a more empathetic world.’
	 - Jane Cherry - Living with Vision loss and member of CERA’s (Centre for Eye Research 
Australia) Consumer Advisory Group



From the Author
	 A New Kind of Beautiful tells the story of 15-year-old Paige Wilding, whose dream to be an artist 
is threatened when she is diagnosed with an incurable disease that will steal her sight. As her sight fades 
and she’s forced to focus less on how things look and more on how they make her feel, she comes to 
understand that by choosing real over perfect and opening herself up to new ways of seeing, a deeper, 
more textured kind of beauty reveals itself, one that embraces the messiness of being human.

	 The story is fictional, but also deeply personal, inspired by my husband’s aunt Lil, who lost most 
of her sight by the time she was sixteen. Born in the 1930s, her parents hid her away and told her to keep 
quiet. It was only after her parents died that she learned to read Braille and use a cane. It was the first 
time she lived in a home she could call her own. The first time she fell in love. She was sixty. I asked her 
once what her childhood was like, but Lil didn’t have the words to describe what the creeping darkness or 
her parents’ embarrassment felt like. Growing up, no one had ever asked her how she felt.

	 What would it have been like for sixteen-year-old Lil, I found myself wondering. And what was 
life like now for a teen with low vision? Was the world still inhospitable? Spending time with people in 
the low vision community and writing this story helped me find the answers.

	 I hope A New Kind of Beautiful encourages young people to celebrate their uniqueness and meet 
those who are different with empathy rather than judgment. And for those living with a disability, I hope 
it allows them to see themselves within the pages of a novel and know that their stories matter.

About the Author
	 An award winning, internationally published author of more than a dozen books, Suzy is best-
known for her young adult novels The Wrong Boy, Alexander Altmann, I am Change and Inkflower, books 
that shine a light on injustice. Her books are studied in English and History classrooms and have been 
included in the USBBY Outstanding International Books list. Her last novel, Inkflower, was shortlisted 
for the Booklinks Historical novel award, the YABBAs and the Australian School Library Association 
DANZ Children’s Book Awards and won the CBCA Shadow Judging Book of the Year Award for Older 
Readers. Suzy lives in Melbourne and writes full-time. She is also the founder of #giveagirlabook, an 
initiative dedicated to improving girls’ lives in Africa through education. You can visit Suzy online at 
suzyzail.com.au and @suzyzailauthor.

School Visits
	 Suzy Zail is available for school visits and Q&As. She can also partner with Guide Dogs in your 
State to offer an immersive experience about the power of storytelling while a co-presenter – a person 
with low vision – sheds insight into the lived experience of sight loss. She can be contacted via her 
website: https://www.suzyzail.com.au/school-visits.html.



About the Teacher's Notes soon to be available on 
the Walker Books website
	 Our highly detailed Teachers Notes will be available from 1 August 2026. They will link to 
English, Humanities and Social Sciences. Students will engage in critical and creative thinking, and 
personal and social capability will be enriched through learning to work with others on the projects 
suggested in the Notes. Teachers Notes will be available for download from the Walker Books website: 
www.walkerbooks.com.au/resources/teachers.

Themes
	 This novel focuses on the experiences of characters the same age as secondary students. It provides
an opportunity for deep learning and exploration of love, loss, belonging, friendship, identity and 
acceptance, disability and ableism, art and beauty, family relationships, grief and resilience.


